Arts Award adapted assessment using the Extended Extraordinary Regulated Framework
requirements for summer 2021
At Trinity we recognise the ongoing impact of Coronavirus on your delivery of Arts Award. We are sharing details of how centres can support
young people to complete their Arts Award qualification in full, in the event of further government restrictions or school or business closures.
Ofqual, the qualifications regulator, has conducted a series of consultations with awarding organisations about extending the
Extraordinary Regulatory Framework used in summer 2020. It is expected that assessments of general and vocational qualifications will take
place in 2020-2021, however, to mitigate localised disruption, awarding organisations and other stakeholders have worked together to develop
adapted assessment arrangements that support learners to achieve their qualifications in full. This approach ensures qualification delivery and
assessment is manageable, whilst maintaining standards, to mitigate the impact of the pandemic on learners.
Unlike the arrangements made in summer 2020, we will not be able to accommodate the submission of incomplete portfolios for moderation,
on which to calculate the overall results. Advisers will continue to deliver and assess young people’s portfolios in full and a sample of work will
be moderated by Trinity. Adaptations will instead focus on:






Support with planning your Arts Award programme including building in contingency plans and collecting evidence in digital format, as is
our recommendation
Adaptations to the evidence requirements and time guidance, most notably at Silver and Gold
Advice and guidance on how to meet the existing requirements of Arts Award making best use of digital tools and arts and culture
The continuation of remote online moderation
Young people not to be in attendance at standard moderations

Adapted assessment arrangements are available to all centres delivering Arts Award this year. Centres will not be required to make a request
for adapted assessment.
Resources for each Arts Award level are available to download at artsaward.org.uk/ERF

Contingency planning
Arts Award centres are encouraged to ensure that their plans for the delivery of all Arts Award qualifications support young people to complete
their qualification in full. Centres should make the following arrangements for the delivery, assessment and moderation of Arts Award:
1. Delivery timeline
Centres are strongly encouraged to plan:
 Allowing sufficient delivery time in the event of further lockdowns, school or business closures
 Allowing sufficient contingency time in the event your moderation needs to be delayed, postponed or converted to remote online
moderation, due to matters beyond the control of the centre or Trinity.
 Consider condensing programme delivery timescales working with young people more intensively on their Arts Award
 Build contingency time into your programme design ensuring young people who will not be able to delay their Arts Award into the next
academic year are able to receive their results in summer 2021.
2. Programme delivery
Centres should ensure:
 They have selected the Arts Award qualification that suits the needs and interests of the young people they are working with.
 They have selected an Arts Award level that is achievable, and the delivery approaches can be adapted at short notice if required.
 They have considered whether the Arts Award activities need to be adapted due to social distancing requirements.
 They have considered appropriate and safe ways young people might work in groups, complete group work or conduct skill shares or
leadership projects.
 They have considered different ways young people can evidence their learning and any additional tools or resources they may need to
access to facilitate this.
 They have considered the order they deliver their Arts Award programme, considering activities that need to be delivered at the centre
and those that could feasibly be achieved at home.
Advisers working with young people on their Silver or Gold awards should ensure that young people also build into their own project plans any
contingencies in the event their project is delayed, converted to a digital project, or they need to make changes at short notice.

3. Evidencing and portfolio building
Arts Award face-to-face moderations are planned to recommence from November 2020. This means we will be able to accept arts logs and
portfolios developed in hardcopy format. However, centres should plan for a situation whereby Trinity need to withdraw this service at short
notices due to national or local restrictions or the closure of your own centre.
We strongly encourage advisers to:
 Keep records of the activities young people have taken part in, including participation in arts activities, personal planning, personal
reflections or reviews and feedback on an ongoing basis
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Encourage young people to gather evidence towards their Arts Award in digital format which advisers can access securely & remotely.
Where young people evidence their participation in hard copy format, digitise this evidence (for example by scanning or photographing)
on an ongoing basis rather than leaving it until the end of the programme.
Discourage young people from retaining evidence of their Arts Award at home unless this is stored digitally, and their adviser can access
this. Advisers are responsible for ensuring they can access young people’s work to make their assessments.
Ensure you have considered in your contingency plans how advisers will access young people’s work and make their assessment in the
event of short notice lockdowns or school & building closures.

Please note there will be no allowances for centres or advisers who cannot access work. For portfolios to be moderated, centres must ensure
that all evidence is present in the arts logs or portfolios and this work has been assessed by the trained adviser. This evidence accompanied by
the adviser’s assessment must be made available in full at moderation.

Adapting programme delivery
The following guidance is provided for centres requiring alternative approaches to delivery to meet the evidence requirements for Arts Award
activities. Trinity are not making any material changes to Arts Award qualifications, however additional alternative suggestions are being
provided to support centres, where social distancing requirements and remote/distance learning mean that traditional delivery approaches
might require adaptation.
Alternative approaches are provided for all levels of the award however, centres must ensure that all evidence requirements are met in full and
are evidenced in sufficient detail to meet the assessment criteria for the level being undertaken. Here we take you through some general
approaches, but you will find adviser guidance for each Arts Award level at artsaward.org.uk/ERF

General Guidance: All levels
Activity
Active
participation in
arts activities or
arts personal
challenges

Qualification
(inc parts)
Discover: Part A
Explore: Part A
Explore: Part C
Bronze: Part A
Silver: Unit 1 Part A &
B
Gold: Unit 1 Part A

Current qualification requirements

Alternative approaches

Take part in one or more arts
activity to develop art form
knowledge and understanding.

▪

Participation in the arts can take place in the centre or at
home. At the lower levels children may be supported by
parents/ guardians/household members to participate in
activity in lieu of the adviser. At the upper levels young
people can be supported to work independently.

▪

Participation can be in any suitable art form with suitable
resources provided or signposted to by the adviser.
Resources could be online or provided in physical packs.

At Explore level this includes the
creation of a piece of art work.
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At Silver and Gold, set personal arts
challenges in the arts to develop
and share skills with others.

▪

At Gold, young people can work remotely or through
online means to work with a practitioner experienced in
their new art form for Unit 1 Part A, this can include
developing skills through pre-recorded tutorials or live
webinars.

▪

At Silver and Gold, arts challenges can be recorded and
shared digitality online, with others, including with
parents/guardians/household members in the home as
long a feedback continues to be collected on their
progress in their art form.

At Silver and Gold, young people may work more
intensively over a shorter amount of time to meet the
time requirements.
Social distancing requirements may mean that physical visits
to theatres, museums or galleries, or visiting companies or
artists to your own centre may be limited. Advisers should
consider alternative ways young people can access quality
arts experiences via other means. This can include:
▪ Recorded theatre productions
▪ Online galleries and museum collections
▪ Films
▪ TV series
▪ Podcasts
▪ Concerts (classical or contemporary)
▪ Books (including online via audible / libraries)
▪ Street art tour
▪ Radio programme / radio play
▪

Reviewing arts
events

Bronze: Part B
Silver: Unit 1, Part B
Gold: Unit 1, Part C

Young people are audience
members of arts events or
experiences, they reflect on their
experience and share this with
others.

Advisers should ensure they co design appropriate
opportunities with young people that meet their interests and
that are focussed on the arts.
Advisers may need to steer young people on the creative
impact of what they have seen in the same way they would
for live experiences.
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Reviews can be shared online/digitally or with
parents/guardians/household members in the home. Advice
should be provided on how to evidence the sharing for
inclusion in the portfolio.
Active
participation in
research into
artists and the
work of arts
organisations

Discover: Part B
Explore: Part B
Bronze: Part C
Silver: Unit 1, Part D
Gold: Unit 1, Part C

Research into artists practice,
career and work
Research in the work of arts
organisations
Research should go beyond desk
research with advisers supporting
young people to identify
opportunities to connect with
artists, arts organisations or utilise
other sources of information beyond
internet research.
Active research can include
connecting with artists and arts
organisations through social
channels, email and other online
means and does not need to be face
to face.

Social distancing requirements may mean meeting artists
face to face and trips to theatres, museums or galleries may
be limited.
Advisers should consider alternative ways young people can
connect and research artists and their work and the work of
arts organisations.
In general, there is an expectation that research should go
beyond desk research with advisers supporting young people
to identify opportunities to connect with artists, arts
organisations or utilise other sources of information beyond
internet research. Adviser should consider the following
opportunities:

▪
▪

Sign post to written or recorded artist interviews
Encourage research into artists or organisations of
interest

▪

Discover, Explore & Bronze: Internet based research is
sufficient without connecting to artists or organisations
online.
Silver and Gold: Internet based research will be accepted
as evidence. Young people should demonstrate they
have attempted to connect with artists and organisations
via digital means wherever possible
Increased signposting to how to conduct research online
or through digital means, provided through the support
team

▪

▪
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Guidance is provided for each Arts Award level on the
support and resource that can be provided by the adviser
where young people do have access to the internet or other
resources to conduct research.
Work experience,
volunteering or
training in the
arts

Gold Unit 1, Part B

Research and participation into
career development opportunities
through work experience,
volunteering or training

Access to volunteering and placement opportunities may be
limited in 2020-2021, due to government guidelines on social
distancing. Where they are not available, advisers are
provided with three possible alternative approaches:
1. Training opportunities
2. Career development research
3. Digital work experience/placement or volunteering

Arts project
leadership

Silver Unit 2
Gold Unit 2

Plan, deliver and review an arts
leaderships project

▪
▪

At Gold level this should include
managing the delivery of a public
showing

▪
▪

▪

Project plans can be developed in any suitable format
Arts leadership projects can be delivered face to face if
this can be done safely to a smaller audience or online.
Young people may work more intensively over a shorter
period of time to deliver the project.
Young people should include in their project plan details
of their contingency plans in the event they need to
adjust their project at short notice.
Where face to face delivery at the centre/external arts
venue or remote delivery online are not feasible then a
project delivered to household/support bubble members
will be accepted.

Please note there is specific minimum guidance provided
where leadership projects are delivered in the home or over a
more condensed amount of time.
Please see the adviser guidance for the Silver and Gold
levels.
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Supporting young people in challenging circumstances or with additional needs
Centres should plan their delivery of Arts Award in the same way they would for other educational programmes or qualifications taking into
consideration the learning styles and needs of young people. The design of Arts Award means that young people can participate in and
evidence their work towards an Arts Award using the method best suited to the young people’s needs and abilities.
Centres are responsible for ensuring they design a programme of activity that supports young people to achieve their Arts Award qualification
in full and that sufficient contingencies are in place in the event that programme delivery is paused or young people are not in a position to
continue working towards their qualification independently, remotely or through online means.
We acknowledge in some instances young people will not have access to the internet or online/remote learning may not be appropriate. In
these circumstances we have provided guidance for each Arts Award level on the extent to which advisers can provide source material and
research to aid they achievement of particular parts of their award. This approach should be used in exceptional circumstances where young
people’s access to libraries, internet or other research methods are severely limited.
It is important that where the adviser provides resources and research for young people, that they provide a wide range from several sources
and at the upper levels this should be dictated by young people’s areas of interest. Young people must then make choices about what
resources and research to choose and make clear in their reflections the reasons for their choices. Any additional support or resources
provided by advisers must be additionally evidenced and annotated in the arts logs/portfolios and the reason for evidence being provided by
the adviser explained.
Any support provided by the adviser must not prevent young people form meeting the assessment criteria for the level of award they are
undertaking. Adviser guidance are provided for ‘Discover, Explore and Bronze’, ‘Silver’ and ‘Gold’.

Arts Award moderation

Arts Award centres are encouraged to plan ahead and consider the timeline by which you need young people’s results. You should book your
moderation in the usual way giving a minimum of 8 weeks’ notice for standard moderations and ensuring you are aware of the available dates
for Large Group Online and postal moderations. Centres are responsible for ensuring that the portfolios have been assessed and are ready for
moderation.
Moderation will be conducted via sampling process by level and by adviser and we will require the centre to submit the assessment report
forms for all young people submitted for moderation. Moderation is conducted to ensure that adviser assessment has been applied accurately
across all the portfolios.
At the current time, young people are not able to attend standard moderations. This ensures our compliance with social distancing requirements
and safeguards Arts Award moderators, young people and centre staff.
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Please be aware that in the event of changes to government guidance, Trinity may be forced to withdraw face-to-face and postal moderations
at short notice and in this instance will offer remote online moderation as one of the alternatives. This is the safest and most efficient way to
deliver moderation for centres and Trinity and ensure we can deliver results in a timely manner. All centres should have contingency plans
prepared to convert their booking to remote online if requested to do so and be able to provide their portfolios in a digital format. The Trinity
team will work with you to confirm details of your booking in this instance.
Fine out more about remote online moderation, moderation options and how to book at: artsaward.org.uk/moderation
If you have any questions after the reading this guidance and would like to discuss your plans with the Arts Award team, please get in touch at
artsawardenquiries@trinitycollege.co.uk
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