Arts Award adapted assessment using the Extraordinary
Regulated Framework requirements
Due to the impact of Coronavirus on schools, arts and cultural organisations and youth
organisations, the Arts Award team at Trinity recognises that centres may not have been able
to complete their delivery of Arts Award due to the closure of public buildings and schools and
the implementation of government restrictions to manage public safety.
Ofqual has published the Extraordinary Regulatory Framework (ERF) for vocational
qualifications, which allows us to award young people their qualifications using an adapted
assessment process. The ERF focusses on qualifications that are funded, that lead to
progression into further or higher education and employment and where assessment needs to
be completed by 31st July 2020. Arts Award Explore, Bronze, Silver and Gold fall under
Ofqual’s extraordinary regulatory framework.
All centres should read this guidance before making a request for adapted assessment. Centres
need to provide all information requested and should make a request ahead of their
moderation booking. Centres who make a request after all details of their moderation date
have been confirmed risk having their moderation postponed to a later date.

The process at a glance:
1. Read the guidance and check eligibility for adapted assessment
2. Make your request by completing the form here (we aim to confirm within 3 working days)
3. Make your booking for moderation using our standard processes. Include in the
‘contextual information box’ that adapted assessment has been approved.
4. Prepare for moderation:
▪ Gather reflective statements from young people (there are Silver and Gold prompt
questions available)
▪ Complete adviser reflective statements
▪ Complete the requested adapted assessment report forms. We have provided
adapted assessment adviser guidance to help you
▪ Convert the sample portfolios to digital format (this will be a sample for centres

submitting more than 5 portfolios)
5. Trinity will moderate the portfolios and requested assessment report forms. The purpose of
the moderation will be to ensure the consistency of adviser assessments across the
portfolios submitted.
6. Trinity will confirm the outcome of the moderation and certificates will be sent for those
young people awarded a pass.
7. We request that all centres who are moderated using adapted assessment keep a copy of
their adviser assessment report forms and sample portfolios for 1 year, for audit purposes.
If you have any questions after the reading this guidance and would like to discuss your
particular circumstances with the Arts Award team, please get in touch at
artsawardenquiries@trinitycollege.co.uk

Detailed Guidance
This guidance covers:
1. The adapted assessment process
2. Making assessments and preparing for moderation
3. Additional information

1. The adapted assessment process
Who is eligible for using the adapted assessment?
If young people are not able to complete all the activities towards their award due to the
government restrictions around Coronavirus, you should make a request for adapted
assessment of Arts Award to give young people the best possible chance of achieving their
award. Centres eligible for this are:




Centres that started their Arts Award delivery prior to the Coronavirus outbreak, who
cannot complete their delivery of their Arts Award programme
Centres that need to moderate by 31 July 2020 / end of the academic year
Centres where young people’s work is 50% complete

We want to ensure centres working with young people with SEND or those with additional
needs or similar are not disadvantaged from completing their Arts Award due to the current
situation. We are aware there may be barriers to being able to collect some of the additional
information to complete the assessment. Please ensure you make us aware as part of your
request and we will work with you to identify the best way for us to calculate assessment for
the young people with whom you have been working.
Arts Award Discover: adapted assessment is not available for Arts Award Discover. The
award is an unregulated introductory award where moderation is not required, and
submissions are continuing as normal. We will be releasing a resource pack on how to deliver
this level at home.
What are the adapted assessment requirements?
The adapted assessment process calculates young people’s projected achievements. Advisers
will be guided to make an assessment based on young people’s progress so far and whether
their trajectories would have led to satisfactory achievement of the activities for their
qualifications. Under these arrangements, Trinity will continue to moderate a sample of the
portfolios along with the requested adviser assessments.
To calculate accurately young people’s results, we will require the following information to
understand if they were making sufficient progress in the activities to achieve the overall
qualification. This includes:





50% of the work complete (this provides us with substantive evidence of progress so far)
Assessment of the completed work against the Arts Award toolkit, identifying the extent to
which evidence requirements have been met
Reflection from the adviser on young people’s progress and development
Reflection from young people on what they planned to do and achieve from the activities
they were unable to complete
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What is the process for requesting adapted assessment for Arts Award and booking a
moderation?
You will need to make a request to Trinity confirming you meet the minimum requirements and
providing information about how the coronavirus outbreak has affected delivery of your Arts
Award programme so we can offer the best solution to support you to prepare for moderation.
Please include details of:
 How your Arts Award programme has been affected by the Coronavirus outbreak
 The start date of your Arts Award programme
 The planned timeline you intended to complete delivery and moderate
 The awards you are delivering and how many young people you will be submitting
 Whether you will be able to meet the minimum assessment requirements in this process
 Whether you will be able to submit work digitally for moderation
 Whether you can collect reflective statements from young people
If for any reason we are not able to confirm your request for adapted assessment, we will be in
touch to discuss how best to support you towards a positive outcome for the young people.

2. Making assessments and preparing for moderation
What does 50% completion of the award mean?
We require young people to have completed 50% of the work towards their qualification as
this provides us with substantive evidence of progress so far, on which to assess their
progress and accurately calculate their results.
Advisers should only submit young people’s works for moderation via this process where 50%
or more of the award is complete and evidenced in the portfolio. 50% may include:
 Full completion of individual parts of the award, eg. Parts A & B of Bronze; Unit 1 of Silver
but not Unit 2
 Part completion of a number of parts across the award, eg. one of the two evidence
requirements in Parts A, B C and D of Explore
 50% across the whole portfolio in sufficient detail for the level of the award they are
undertaking, eg. Gold Unit 1 Parts A, C and D, and Unit 2 Parts A & B
Why do you need additional reflections from the adviser and young people?
Reflections on personal progress, achievement and learning help us to assess if young people’s
trajectories would have resulted in achievement of the activities towards their Arts Award at
the relevant level.
Adviser reflections will focus on the progress of each young person, providing details of the
young person’s learning through their Arts Award programme. Reflections should include:
▪ How they have participated in the award
▪ Their engagement with the activities completed
▪ Their learning progression against the Arts Award assessment criteria, and how this
would have translated into the activities not completed
Young people’s reflective statements should focus on:
▪ How they would have developed their learning and participation in the activities they
did not complete due to Coronavirus
▪ Reflective statements from young people can be written or audio/video recorded
Advisers should find the most pragmatic way to collect these reflections, taking into
consideration young people’s preferred learning style. We have provided prompt questions to
support you in collecting this information at Silver and Gold level.
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We will take into consideration centres working with young people with additional needs and
without key worker support in the home environment, or primary aged children who cannot
meet this requirement. In this instance the adviser reflection MUST cover details of:
▪ How the young people would have achieved the missing part(s) of their award and
their learning and development through these parts of the award.
▪ At Silver and Gold levels please ensure the adviser reflection is comprehensive enough
to demonstrate young people’s progress at Level 2 and Level 3 respectively.
You must tell us in your request for adapted assessment if there are any reasons why
reflective statements cannot be gathered from young people.
Why are centres required to keep copies of the assessment report forms and sample
portfolios for 1 year post moderation?
All awarding organisations are required to ensure they have produced robust quality assurance
processes to award qualifications using adapted assessment. The regulators may at any point
wish to conduct an audit for which we may be required to submit a sample of the assessments
we have conducted. We would write to you in advance if we needed to request the portfolios
and assessments at a later date.
Will results be confirmed on the day of the moderation?
Trinity routinely monitors the overall pass and below pass rates across all its centres and
within each centre. For centres using adapted assessment we will be required to conduct these
checks before confirming results and issuing certificates. This means you may wait longer for
your centres results to be confirmed. We endeavour to do this as quickly as possible.

3. Additional information
If young people’s portfolios are hard copy, why does work need to be produced
digitally for moderation?
Remote online moderation prioritises the safety of our customers and Arts Award moderators
during this time.
We recognise many centres have worked with young people to create hard copy scrap books
and folders. We will require you to convert these to digital files, however these can take any
format as long as they are legible, including scans, photos, photocopies, screen shots and
URL’s/weblinks to online platforms.
We will only require digital evidence for the young people whose portfolios are selected as part
of the sample for centres submitting 5 or more portfolios. We will provide 7 working days from
the point you receive the names of the young people in the sample to convert the work to
digital files, to send to us.
Working remotely with young people to achieve their award:
Arts Award, unlike General Qualifications such as GCSEs and A-Levels, has no formal deadline
for completion. This means where it is in the best interests of young people, centres can
continue to work with young people towards full completion of their Arts Award, either
remotely or by deferring the project to a later date.
We will continue to produce guidance on how to do this on our blog, as well as through our
weekly lunchtime webinars, held on Mondays at 12.30pm. Almost all aspects of Arts Award can
be completed digitally, depending on the individual resource and needs of young people.
This option may only be suitable for centres who are continuing to provide learning
opportunities for Arts Award remotely / digitally or where assessment by the end of the
academic year is not required.
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